
MINUTES 
CALLED :MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITI COUNTY BOARD OF CO:MMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, JULY23, 2019 

5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman 
Denver F. Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to preview upcoming agenda items and 
to conduct any other county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and 
advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, AI Whittington, and Johnny Hardin, Chairman Denver F. Braswell, County 
Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester M. Castellaw, and County Clerk 
Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Sheriff Rod Howell, Captain Julius Cox, Chief Compliance Officer 
Justin H. Cox, E·911 Director Teresa Warburg, Solid Waste Manager Stacy Griffin, Road 
Superintendent Stan Kirksey, Human Resources Director Dawn Carter, Registrar Paula 
McCullough, IT Director/Elections Technician Darren Roberson, EMS Director Amy 
Williams, EDA President Barbara Grogan, EDA Vice - President Greg Icard, and 
Representatives of both the Moultrie - Colquitt County Parks and Recreation Authority and 
the Volunteer Fire Association. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Paul Nagy. 

MOULTRIE- COLQUITT COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION AUTHORITY 
(MCCPRAl MILLAGE REQUEST: Heath Wetherington, MCCPRA Board Member, 
addressed the Board regarding a .6 increase in millage funding in order to fund much needed 
renovations to recreation facilities. 

Mr. Wethemington distributed a list of estimated prices for necessary projects, including but 
not limited to pool renovations, roof repairs, fencing, and various other structural repairs. In 
addition to the millage increase, Mr. Wetherington stated that MCCPRA was also 
requesting a loan from the county. 

(Lester M. Castellaw, County Attorney, entered the meeting at 5:09p.m.) 

Mr. Wetherington stated that postponing the necessary repairs would result in increased 
costs and proceeded to commend Terry Peek, Recreation Director, for keeping expenditures 
low and never exceeding the allotted budget. 

(Wes Lewis, Probate Judge, entered the meeting at 5:15p.m.) 

Discussion ensued regarding the millage increase that would be needed as well as loan 
requirements. 

Mr. Cannon presented two millage increase options, inclusive of both a .6 mill increase and 
a .3 mill increase. 
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Mr. Cannon presented an overall timeline regarding millage rate approval. 

Discussion ensued regarding project estimates and MCCPRA utility rates. 

VOLUNTEER FIRE ASSOCIATION <VFA) I SHERIFF'S OFFICE: Mr. Cannon 
stated that there were several "dead spots" in the county impacting the ability for county law 
enforcement to effectively communicate. Mr. Cannon stated that he would like to mirror the 
system utilized by the Volunteer Fire Association and called upon Nikie Eakins, VFA 
Secretary, to elaborate. 

Ms. Eakins stated that the need for voters increased due to an FCC mandated narrowband 
that severely impacted communications. Through grant funding, Ms. Eakins stated that they 
were able to install additional voters which significantly enhanced communications for the 
VFA. 

Sheriff Howell stated that his deputy could be standing next to a volunteer firefighter who 
could communicate without difficulty, whiTe his deputy had no communication at all. Sheriff 
Howell recommended mirroring the VF A as a "band-aid,, but stated that eventually talks 
would have to be facilitated regarding the transition to digital communication. 

Barbara Grogan, former Sumter County EDA Director, stated that during an active shooter 
situation in that county similar communication issues were faced. 

Sample bid information was distributed. The consensus of the board was to proceed with 
the solicitation ofbids. 

ELECTIONS SUPERINTENDENT I REGISTRAR: Mr. Cannon stated that the 
number of precincts in the county would be reviewed in an effort to determine if it would be 
appropriate to consolidate. In addition, Mr. Cannon noted that upcoming, mandatory 
changes to voter rules and regulations would soon need to be incorporated. 

Mr. Cannon stated that the general proposal was to appoint a 7 member Voter Precinct 
Panel, one from each district and one at-large member, under the leadership of Elections 
Superintendent Wes Lewis. Mr. Cannon further stated that the panel would then review 
current precincts, determine whether consolidation was feasible, and make 
recommendations regarding additions of new precinct locations to the Board of 
Commissioners. 

Discussion ensued regarding state mandates and an overall timeline to implement any 
potential changes regarding voter precinct consolidation. 

Commissioner Jelks questioned the reasoning behind the wait for any potential precinct 
changes. 

MID- MONTH REVIEW: Mr. Cannon previewed a list of upcoming agenda items: 
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• Approval of Invoice - ACCG Audited Workers Compensation Invoice - Mr. 
Cannon presented an invoice, in the amount of $20,605.00, submitted by ACCG 
regarding actual audited payroll figures for determining the Workers Compensation 
premium for the year. Mr. Cannon stated that funding was included in the FY 19-
20 General Fund budget for this expenditure. 

• Approval of Bid for Heavy Duty Tire Machine - Maintenance Shop - Mr. Cannon 
presented the low and recommended bid, in the amount of$19,377.78, submitted by 
Mohawk Rubber Sales regarding the provision of a heavy duty tire machine to be 
utilized by the County Shop. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the 
FY 19 - 20 General Fund budget for this expenditure. 

• Approval of Project Recommendations - Local Maintenance and Improvement 
Grant (LMIG) Projects - Mr. Cannon presented the list of roads to be included in 
the FY 20 LMIG program with the Georgia Department of Transportation. 

Discussion ensued regarding the list of project recommendations. 

• Approval of Appointment to Hospital Authority of Colquitt County - Mr. Cannon 
stated that three names must be submitted to the Hospital Authority for 
consideration for appointment. Mr. Cannon noted that the deadline for application 
submission was Friday, July 26, at 5:00p.m. 

• Public Hearings - Mr. Cannon stated that a public hearing would be necessary 
during the August Board meeting regarding a request for rezoning. Mr. Cannon 
called upon Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, to present the zoning 
application: 

o Request for Rezoning- Mr. Cox presented an application to rezone property 
located on Georgia Highway 133 South from AG to C2 for the future 
construction of a convenience store. Mr. Cox noted that the application was 
compatible with the Comprehensive Plan and that the Moultrie - Colquitt 
County Planning Commission unanimously approved the application. 

• Upcoming Topics- Mr. Cannon previewed a list of topics to be presented to the 
Board at the August work session: 

o Ag Show Bam Improvements 
o Sunset County Club Membership Opportunities 
o Tax Assessor Proposal regarding outsourcing commercial property 

assessments 
o Panel Door for Dumpster Enclosure (Mule Barn Park) 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed pertinent issues 
to be brought to the board's attention: 

• Humane Society Board Update 
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• Records Digitization Request by the Clerk of Court 
• Decision on Plans for Proposed County Buildings 

Discussion ensued regarding the topics presented. 

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO PROCEED WITH ARCHITECTURALLY 
STAMPED PLANS FOR UPCOMING CONSTRUCTION/ RENOVATION 
PROJECTS: Commissioner Whittington made the motion to proceed with architecturally 
stamped plans regarding upcoming construction I renovation projects involving the Jail, 
Roads & Bridges, and Maintenance. Commissioner Jelks made a second. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Commissioner DeMott made the motion at 6:08p.m. to go 
into Executive Session to discuss the acquisition/ disposition of real estate and personnel. 
Commissioner Hardin made a second. The motion carried unanimously. (An affidavit, as 
required by Georgia Law, was executed by all Board members present stating under oath 
that the subject matter of the closed meeting was devoted to the matters within the exception 
provided by law and identified the specific relevant exception as provided by law. The 
affidavit is hereby made a part of the minutes by reference thereto.) 

REGULAR MEETING: Commissioner Whittington made the motion at 8:11p.m. to 
reconvene into Regular Session. Commissioner Hardin made a second. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES: Commissioner Hardin made 
the motion to approve the minutes of the aforementioned Executive Session. Commissioner 
Hunnicutt made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the Board. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 



AFFIDAVIT 

T ·sis to certify that the Colquitt County Boar~~·ssioners 
e Cl an Executive Sest~~ r j.\1eeting (clos eting) on 

.1,:-!>,~~~..A--4-!...Ql~...LJ.-q...!.__, at (0. . L,L~ o'clock a .m r .m. he majority 
o th6 quorum present voted in the open m · g to go into 
E ecutive Session (closed meeting). The subject matter discussed 
was applicable under the following code section(s): 

___ O.C.G.A. 50-14-2(1) - Consultation with an attorney regarding 
ring or potential legal action. 

_L ~GA. 50-14-3 ( 4) - Discussion of future acquisition of real estate. 
~ ,.. ..... tice was g iven as required and minutes taken.) 

_ __ O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(6) -Discussion of personnel matters. 

I further certify that the subject matter of the Executive Session (closed 
meeting) was devoted to matters within the excep tion provided by law and 
the a bove checked id ifies the specific releva n t exception. 

This~day of , d01Q . 

~~ 
€i!f2-?c!_ ~ 

ltr's Hunnicutt, Commissioner Commissioner 

/]6 ~ 
P aul Nagy, Commissioner 


